


INnfroduction

Perhaps the most well-known passages in the Bible
Spurgeon: “pearl of the psalms” & “nightingale of the psalms”

Recognized and beloved by believers and unbelievers like

ey VvV Vv

“In spite of its frequent use by worshipping communities little time is given
to discovering its full meaning” (Ross, 555).



Genre

Yy VvV Vv

Difficult to classify by genre
Doesn’t fit easily info any major classification

Best description: a psalm of confidence

“The psalm is primarily a meditation on the spiritual and physical provision of the
LORD. Through the example of David the psalm invites believers to meditate on
the many manifestations of the loyal love of the LORD and thereby renew their

communion with him in his sanctuary” (Ross, 571).

“Depth and strength underlie the simplicity of this psalm. Its peace is not
escape; its contentment is not complacency: there is readiness to face deep
darkness and imminent attack, and the climax reveals a love which homes

towards no material goal but to the Lord himself” (Kidner, 127).



Inferpretive Issues

» Familiarity — don’t we already know what this means?

» Tradition — fraditional translations color our perception of its meaning

» Metaphor
» Extent — does the shepherd metaphor continue through the whole psalm, or change®?
» Scope -how much do we try to make a metaphor “walk on all fours”<e

» Detail —is every detail in a metaphor important for doctrine?



Inferpretive Issues

Mays, Psalms, 115-16:

» “In a metaphor something is said to be something else that it obviously and
literally is not. A word used as a metaphor brings all that it denotes and
connotes in ordinary language to the explication of that fo which it is related. A
metaphor used for theological purposes is very serious business. It does not
simply describe by comparisons; it identifies by equation.”

» “A metaphor becomes the image as which and through which something or
someone is know and understood. It conveys more, and it speaks more
powerfully than is possible to do in discursive speech. A metaphor is not as
precise and limited as discursive speech. It draws on varied experience and
evokes imagination. It is therefore plastic in meaning, capable of polysemy.”

» “The opening metaphorical statement is a signal that the whole psalm is
composed in a metaphorical idiom. That is one of the reasons for its poetic
power and perdurance as a poem of faith.”



Inferpretive Issues

What is the purpose of metaphore
» Poetry — using an economy of language 1o communicate much with little
» Concrete - they explain the absiract using sense-related images

» Surprising — most effective when fresh and unfamiliar

Psalm 23 — a conventionalized metaphor

» Takes a familiarimage (shepherd) and applies it o something abstract
(Yahweh)

» Detaqils of vv. 2-4 reinforce details of metaphor

» In other words, the detdils of the psalm are the key to recognizing its extent



Sellime]

» Original sefting impossible to ascertain
» Contextual setting — sits in the center of a frilogy of psalms:

Psalm Psalm 22 Psalm 23 Psalm 24
Person Servant Shepherd Sovereign
Ministry Suffering Providing Reigning
Time Past RESseni Future
Symbol Cross Crook Crown




Structure

» Depends on extent of shepherd metaphor
» Traditional structure:

» Yahweh as Shepherd (23:1-4)

» Yahweh as Host (23:5-6)

» Nontraditional — shepherd metaphor continues for entire psalm

» Shepherd and Host metaphors share key parallels which unite the psalm:

Metaphor SHEPHERD HOST
Location Open field Tent
Instruments Rod & staff Goodness & loyal love
Scene Pasture, water, restoration Table, ointment, wine
Adversity “the valley of the shadow of death” “my enemies”




Structure

» Modified traditional structure: meditations on God's provision and protection:
» Yahweh's Provision and Protection as Shepherd (23:1-4)
» Yahweh's Provision as Protection as Host (23:5)

» Concluding Meditation on Metaphors (23:6)



Verse |

A psalm by David
Yahweh

| do not lack

Davidic authorship has been challenged:
Psalm of hope for exiles cut off from homeland

- Royal coronation ritual

- Pilgrimage psalm

Authorship is key to setting:

my shepherd

David’s life fits perfectly well with details

David was a shepherd

He spent much fime in wilderness

He experienced numerous occasions of God’s
provision and protection

David'’s life as shepherd provides clear basis for
o " taphor

Opening phrase is a “nominal clause”
- no verb — grammar implies “is”
- extreme economy of language - 2 Hebrew words







Verse |

A psalm by D¢

Yahweh

| do not lack

David makes the metaphor personal

» distinctiveness in the opening words of
>salm lies in the use of the pronoun, my
>herd; the shepherd theme, traditionally
preted communally of the “flock” (or
oNn), is here given its most personal
pretation in the entire biblical tradition”

(Craige, 204)




Verse 2 As shepherd, Yahweh guides his sheep and provides
for them what they need, starting with food and rest

In pastures of grass He causes me 1o lie down

By waters of rest He guides n
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Verse 2 As shepherd, Yahweh guides his sheep and provides
for them what they need, starting with food and rest

In pastures of grass He causes me to lie down

By waters of rest He guides me




Verse 3

umy soul” = "me"”

He restores




VGFS@ 3 continues theme of God's shepherding

guidance from v. 2

Term “leads” used in Exod 15:13 (“You
My soul He restores _ have led in your loyal love the people

whom you have redeemed”)

He leads me

for the sake of His name




verse 3 “name” = reputation

- Yahweh's reputation is the
reason for his tender guidance

My soul He restores
“In the ancient world a shepherd’s reputation depended
i s . . . lirection. If
Note the progression of ideas for the spirifual selle g @
He lead meaning: the psalmist receives the teaching of the 1" (Ross, 564)

LORD, and this teaching leads to spiritual renewal,

and the spirifual renewal ensures that he will follow  ssake.” also
Is indicated

i the LORD in righteousness” (Ross, 564) in the

context of the deliverance from Egypt” (Craige, 207)

for the sake of His name  “the undertones of the Exodus indicates that his
expectation is established on the bedrock of

Israel’s faith, namely the precedent of God’s
refreshment and guidance in the Exodus and

wilderness journeys” (Craige, 207



“indeed”

Verse 4 - could be emphatic (“indeed though”)
- could be concessive (“even though”

Links back to the shepherding guidance
inv. 3..."even though God guides me
info a dark valley...”

Indeed though | walk

darkness




o darkness

| do not fear danger

Your rod and Your staff

they comfort me
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Verse 4

Note the shift from 39 to 2nd person

“Thou, at this point of danger, replaces the
more distant ‘He’, in a person-to-person

address; for the Shepherd is no longer Palestinian shepherds usually carried two
ahead, to lead, but alongside to escort. In b items:

fimes of need, companionship is good, and - arod for defense against wild beasts
he is armed” (Kidner, 129) - a staff to guide and confrol sheep
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ror You are with me

Your rod and e usiici This pronoun is grammatically unnecessary
- its appearance gives it greater emphasis
- this further underscores David's confidence

they comfort me



verse 5 Metaphor shifts from shepherd to host

However, the emphasis of divine

You arra nge provision and protection continues

e

f a generous host who lavishes

in ored guest

You anoint
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Verse s

You arrange a raoie

betor “The banquet was a celebration of God’s provision and
protection; the psalmist’s experience of life (viz. his cup)
iN fror had been so bountiful, that it was life itself which was full

of blessing, overflowing with thanksgiving” (Craige, 208)
You anoint my head

with ol “In the banqguet hall the cup would be filled with choice wine,
so David is saying that the LORD has filled his life with good
My cup overflows things. In a way this line summarizes all that has gone before in

this meditation on the provision from the LORD; but specifically
it highlights the physical provision of the LORD in life” (Ross, 568)



verse 6 Final verse serves as a closing meditation on the psalm

Surely goodness will pursue me

imy whole life

in the house of Yahweh




Verse 6 Final verse serves as a closing meditation on the psalm
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verse 6 Final verse serves as a closing meditation on the psalm

my whole life

and | will dwell Iifelongz‘f




Verse 6

Final verse serves as a closing meditation on the psalm

lit. “for length of days

Surely goodness dng

and | will dwell lifsle]gle

INn the house of Yahweh

’rrodi’rionolli}/ = “forever. ~Jeme
- context = “Ymy whole life

my whole life

“house” doesn’t refer to the temple but
most likely the tabernacle of David’s day

“With this confidence, the psalmist
rejoices not only in the present moment of
festivity and thanksgiving, but also
anticipates future occasions when he
would return and dwell again in the house
of the Lord..., in order once again to give
thanks” (Craige, 208)



