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How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of wicked people, nor stand in the path 

of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers, rather Yahweh’s law is his delight, and he meditates on 

His law day and night. 
—Psalm 1:1–2 

 

 

The Importance of the Old Testament, Part 1 

 

Preliminary Questions 

 

 When was the last time you heard a sermon from the Old Testament? 

 When was the last time you heard a sermon series from the Old Testament? 

 When was the last time you heard a sermon from the Old Testament based on a passage 

you weren’t familiar with? 

 

Curious to observe and hard to understand is the relative neglect of the Old Testament by 

Christians in our day as Sunday after Sunday the average evangelical, Bible-believing church 

hears no message at all from the Hebrew Scriptures. Such Scriptures may be referred to with 

respect, or cited as proof in confirmation of New Testament teaching, but nearly all the 

expository messages are taken from the Greek Scriptures. . . . How can Christian pastors hope 

to feed their flock on a well-balanced spiritual diet if they completely neglect the thirty-nine 

books of Holy Scripture on which Christ and all the New Testament authors received their own 

spiritual nourishment? 
—Gleason L. Archer, Jr., “A New Look at the 

Old Testament,” Decision (August 1972), 5 

 

 

Methods of Neglecting the Old Testament 

 

 New Testament-only teaching: in some churches, the OT rarely gets significant pulpit 

time. Most or all sermon series are derived from NT passages and books. 

 

 Avoidance of unfamiliar texts: in other churches, the OT is exposited from time to time, 

but the passages are familiar and overused, and the messages are contrived and tend to 

moralize the text rather than explain the text’s original meaning. 
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Explanations for Neglecting the Old Testament 

 

 Lack of familiarity: the relative size of the OT in comparison to the NT makes it more 

difficult for many Christians to gain familiarity. For some or perhaps many, the task of 

familiarizing oneself with so much content appears too daunting and many opt to stick 

with passages they know and understand, i.e., the NT. 

 

 Lack of understanding: for some Christians, the OT seems too foreign to understand. 

They don’t understand the practices and the culture, they don’t see the relevance to 

today’s world and, to put it plainly, just don’t get the point of all these stories and 

prophecies. 

 

 Lack of appreciation: for some believers, there is perhaps even an unconscious bias 

toward the NT. It may be unintentional and they may be completely ignorant of it, but it 

is simply assumed that the NT is superior to the OT. 

 

 Others? 
 

 

Reasons for Studying the Old Testament 

 

1. The Old Testament is INSPIRED 

 

 2 Timothy 3:16–17: “All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God 

may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 

 

o “Scripture” is the standard term used by the NT authors in reference to the 

OT (Rom 1:2; 4:3; 9:17; 10:11; 11:2; 15:4; 16:26; 1 Cor 15:3–4; Gal 3:8, 

22; 4:30; 1 Tim 5:18; Jas 2:8, 23; 4:5; 1 Pet 2:6; 1 Pet 1:20; 2 Pet 3:16). 

 

o In this context, it primarily refers to the OT scriptures (cf. 2 Tim 3:15). 

 

o 2 Peter 1:20–21 explains the process of “inspiration”: 

 

 Scripture did not originate with the human author (v. 20) 

 

 Rather, the Holy Spirit moved the human authors along (v. 21) 

 

 This does not mean God dictated everything to them! In some 

cases dictation occurred (the Ten Commandments), but in most 

cases the human author wrote under the superintendence of the 

Holy Spirit. 
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 What was produced were divine/human writings. Human in that 

they were written by real people with real backgrounds, social and 

cultural contexts, educations, personalities, and styles. Divine in 

that the Holy Spirit ensured that what was written by these human 

authors was exactly what God wanted to be written. 

 

 The character of God INFORMS the character of Scripture 

 

o If God is true then Scripture is true 

o If God is trustworthy then Scripture is trustworthy 

o If God is without error then Scripture is without error 

o If God is authoritative then Scripture is authoritative 

 

 Matthew 4:4: “But He answered and said, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live on 

bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”’” 

 

o It is because it comes from God that man must have and know Scripture 

o It is because it comes from God that the OT must be held equally in value 

and study with the NT 

 

It is beyond doubt that Jesus highly esteemed the Old Testament and constantly submitted to it as 

to an authoritative revelation. He taught that the Scriptures bore a witness to him, just as he bore 

a witness to them. Because they are the words of God, Jesus assumed their complete reliability, 

in whole and to the smallest part. 
—James Montgomery Boice, Foundations of the Christian Faith: Book I, rev. ed. 

(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarisity Christian Fellowship of the USA, 1986), 45 

 

 

2. The Old Testament is PROFITABLE 

 

 2 Timothy 3:16–17: “All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, that the man of God may 

be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

 

o How is Scripture profitable? 

 

 Teaching – Scripture is the source of all doctrine and truth 

 Reproof – Scripture identifies and condemns sin 

 Correction – Scripture corrects the sinning person and straightens 

their crooked path 

 Training in righteousness – Scripture guides and directs people in 

what it means to live righteously 
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o What is the result? 

 

 Complete: Scripture gives the believer competency, enabling them 

to meet all the demands of life. 

 Fully Equipped: Scripture furnishes the believer with everything 

they need to live righteously in life. 

 

 Inspiration and profitability go hand in hand 

 

o If the Scripture is inspired then it is profitable 

o If the Scripture is not profitable then it is not inspired 

 

 What about the Mosaic Law? How is it profitable for me as a NT believer? 

 

o The Old Covenant is inferior to the New (Heb 7:22; cf. Acts 13:39) 

o The Old Covenant cannot perfect anyone (Heb 7:11, 19; 9:9; 10:1) 

o The Old Covenant sacrifices are outmoded (Heb 7:18; 8:13) 

o The Old Covenant priesthood has changed (Heb 7:12, 14) 

 

Purposes of the Law of Moses 

Purpose Reference 

The Law reveals sinfulness Romans 3:19–20 

The Law reveals sin’s hideous nature Romans 7:7–13 

The Law reveals the holiness of God 1 Peter 1:16 

The Law retrains sin 1 Timothy 1:9 

The Law guides to Christ, the Messiah Galatians 3:23–24 

 

o 2 Timothy 3:16–17: “All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness, that 

the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 

 

Profitability of the Law of Moses 

Purpose 2 Timothy 3:16–17 

The Law reveals sinfulness Reproof 

The Law reveals sin’s hideous nature Reproof 

The Law reveals the holiness of God Teaching/training 

The Law retrains sin Correction 

The Law guides to Christ, the Messiah Teaching 

 

o Training in Righteousness is provided in the Mosaic Law: 

 

 Deuteronomy 22:8: Although the specifics of this case law do not 

apply to pitched roofs in temperate climates, the principle of this 

legislation teaches us to love our “neighbors” by protecting them 

when they are in our homes. Our homes should not be unsafe, no 

matter the architecture of your home. 
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 Leviticus 19:9–10: Although the specifics of this case law do not 

apply to all field crops and the produce of orchards and vineyards 

today, the principle of this legislation teaches us to love our 

“neighbors” by providing for the poor and demonstrating 

compassion for those who are the vulnerable and destitute. Not 

being a farmer is no excuse to neglect those in need. 

 

o Doctrine is taught in the Mosaic Law: 

 

 God is holy and righteous (Lev 11:45; Deut 32:4) 

 God is eternal and living (Deut 33:27; 5:26) 

 God is a person (Lev 26:12) 

 God is all-powerful and all-wise (Deut 10:17; Exod 31:3) 

 God is sovereign (Exod 34:9) 

 God is gracious and merciful (Exod 34:6–7) 

 Atonement and forgiveness come through substitutionary sacrifice 

(Lev 4:20) 


